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GEORGIA COUNCIL FOR THE ARTS 

DIVISION PROFILE 
Georgia Council for the Arts (GCA) empowers the arts industry in Georgia and 
artists around the state to cultivate healthy, vibrant communities that are rich in 
civic participation, cultural experiences and economic prosperity. As a division of 
the Georgia Department of Economic Development, Georgia Council for the Arts 
provides grant funding, programs and services statewide that support this vital 
industry, preserve our cultural heritage and create increased access to high quality 
arts experiences.
 

QUARTERLY DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS 
1.   Prison Art Project – In June, GCA, in partnership with the Georgia Department 

of Corrections and the Georgia Forestry Foundation, piloted a twelve-week artist 
residency program at Ware State Prison. Savannah wood turner and teaching 
artist Steven Cook guided the offenders in Ware’s woodworking program through 
advanced tool skills, and the principles and practice of creating a work of art with 
wood donated by the Georgia Forestry Foundation. 

2.  The Art of Georgia III: Celebrating Home – On May 21st, GCA, in partnership 
with The Office of the Governor, welcomed 28 Georgia artists to the Governor’s 
Office for the last Art of Georgia exhibit. Over the years this program has sought 
to capture the uniqueness of communities throughout Georgia as seen, explored, 
and depicted through the artist’s eye. This final exhibit is the culmination of a six-
year program that celebrated and displayed these original works of art by Georgia 
artists. Since 2012, 354 works of art by 261 Georgia artists have been exhibited at 
the State Capitol. 

3.    2018 Poet Laureate Prize – On May 1st, Georgia’s Poet Laureate, Judson Mitcham, 
in collaboration with GCA, announced the winner and four finalists of the Poet 
Laureate Prize which is awarded annually for an original poem written by a Georgia 
high school student. This year 211 original poems were submitted by HS students 
from 74 schools in 38 counties. The winner and four finalists were honored by 
Governor Deal, First Lady Sandra Deal, and the Poet Laureate at the Georgia State 
Capitol. To read the winning poems and learn about the students, please visit: 
http://gaarts.org/programs/literary-arts/poet-laureate-prize

  

By the Numbers
•  FY19 Partner, Project  

and Arts Education  
Grant Review:  

217
Partner, Project and Arts 
Education Grant applications 
reviewed. 

$3,057,273 
was requested in grant 
support (GCA’s total budget 
from State and Federal 
sources is $1.95 M). 

12
Grant Review Panels  
reviewed the applications. 

70
Panelists reviewed 
applications (all panelists 
are arts professionals and 
volunteer their time).

• For further information or 
details – please contact:  
 
Karen Paty 
Georgia Council  
for the Arts 
Executive Director 
404.962.4015 
kpaty@gaarts.org

Contact Information

Governor and Mrs. Deal with the winner and finalists of the 2018 Poet Laureate Prize.
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
•  Georgia Art & Criminal Justice Forum: On September 28, 2018, GCA, in partnership with Georgia Lawyers for the Arts, 

will present the Georgia Art and Criminal Justice Forum. Emory University’s School of Law will host this day-long event 
which will examine the role of the arts in supporting criminal justice reform and serving adult and juvenile offenders by 
highlighting exceptional work being done in Georgia. In addition, workshops will be offered for artists and arts organizations 
with practical advice on how to get involved. The forum is intended to serve as a launch pad to grow the work of the arts 
in Corrections and criminal justice reform within the state. Forum details and Registration information will be available on 
GCA’s website in August.

•  Vibrant Communities: FY19 Vibrant Communities (VC) Grants are available for eligible organizations in counties in which 
no FY19 Project, Partner or Arts Education Grants have been awarded by GCA. The list of eligible counties is included in the 
guidelines. Vibrant Communities Grants provide up to $5,000 for arts projects such as performances, exhibits, workshops, 
readings, demonstrations, murals, artist residencies, etc. Eligible applicants include non-profit organizations, government 
entities, colleges/universities, libraries and schools. The deadline to apply is August 31, 2018.

GEORGIA COUNCIL FOR THE ARTS 
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CENTERS OF INNOVATION

DIVISION PROFILE 
Exclusive to Georgia, the Centers of Innovation provide the technical expertise, 
collaborative research, and partnership opportunities to help Georgia’s strategic 
industries connect, compete and grow.
 

QUARTERLY DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS
1.  The DOD Office of Economic Adjustment officially extended the current $1.7m 

grant, managed by COI-Aerospace, through December 31, 2018 to refine the 
Georgia Defense Exchange (GDX) online tool and to develop regional strategies 
to diversify the state’s defense contractors. Spenergy Inc in Alpharetta reported 
tremendous benefit in using the Georgia Defense Exchange to help them secure 
nearly a dozen new federal contracts resulting in ~$400k of new business.

2.  COI-Energy continues efforts with Efficien Technologies thought a 
Commercialization Grant project with Georgia Southern University to develop 
processes, products, and analysis procedures in support of the commercialization 
of tire pyrolysis oil with a specific focus on the use in crude oil production 
operations.  Efforts to date have resulted in 7 full time employees engaged in 
the commissioning and operation of the full-scale pilot/development facility 
in Statesboro resulting in an annual payroll of $420,000 and a local economic 
impact estimated at $1,500,000 even before full commercialization.

3.  The ongoing COI-Energy Commercialization Grant project by the University of 
Georgia with ESCOGO LLC in Monroe has not only resulted the development 
in an instant-light briquette, but has facilitated the improvement of the existing 
SmarterStarter product and lead to the introduction of the new lighter fluid 
product EcoGreen. The improved product has allowed ESCOGO to increase market 
penetration into retail outlets such as Lowe’s, Home Depot, Ace Hardware, True 
Value Hardware, Target and more. results from the current effort could lead to a 
major increase in demand for their core product leading to initial orders estimated 
at $3,960,000 and potential up to 10 new jobs.

4.  COI-Manufacturing client LivFul now has new office and manufacturing space 
in Alpharetta and has manufactured over 10,000 units of their DEET-free insect 
repellent product to export overseas. They are currently seeking EPA approval in 
the U.S., which they expect to receive by May 2019. The GT Capstone project that 

By the Numbers

1181
Total number of COI 
engagements across all  
12 regions during FY18. 

86.5%
Percentage of respondents 
to COI Customer Satisfaction 
Survey who reported that the 
services and contacts provided 
by COI were useful to their 
company. 

$62.6M
Direct economic benefit from 
COI engagements so far as of 
the end of FY18. 

55 and $395M
Engagements in support of 
recruitment projects or other 
GDEcD activities that resulted 
in $395M in announcements. 

73
Engagements with projects by 
other economic development 
partners throughout the state 
during FY18.

• For further information or 
details – please contact:  
 
Steve Justice 
Centers of Innovation 
Executive Director 
478.308.3097 
sjustice@georgia.org

Contact Information

The 10th edition of the Georgia Logistics Summit took place April 9-11, 2018 at the GWCC in Atlanta.
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Livful just completed as a result of a COI-Manufacturing referral was a strong success – the LivFul Capstone team won 
the Interdisciplinary team category, and generated approximately 70 new product concepts for the company.

5.  COI Executive Director Steve Justice, COI-Aerospace Director Amy Hudnall, and COI-Energy Director Costas 
Simoglou were part of the Georgia delegation to the Regional Leaders Summit (RLS) in Quebec on May 16-18 with the 
COI team attending RLS-Sciences activities.  

6.  COI was again a sponsor of the 2018 Georgia Tech InVenture Prize activities at the K-12 and university levels. COI 
sponsored the 1st place prizes and participated as judges in the K-12 InVenture Prize which attracted over 100 
elementary, middle school and high school team from across the state. COI-Manufacturing sponsored the People’s 
Choice award at the university-level GT InVenture Prize and is working with the finalist to help them in commercializing 
their products. 

7.  AgLanta Conference – COI-Agribusiness and COI-Energy were sponsors of the 2018 AgLanta Conference on urban 
agriculture March 27-28 at the Georgia Railroad Freight Depot in Atlanta. Urban and controlled environment agriculture 
is growing in Georgia with recent major announcements for new facilities, particularly the Pure Flavor 75-acre 
greenhouse in Peach County to grow tomatoes and cucumbers year-round.

8.  COI-Manufacturing collaborated in the GA MEP Machine Shop Assessment project under a NIST grant, to conducting 
surveys of 100 small manufacturers, focused on machine shops and fabrication shops, across Georgia to better 
characterize the capabilities of this sector.

9.  Georgia Smart Communities Challenge winners were announced June 12, 2018 – Albany, Chamblee, Chatham County 
and Gwinnett County – with each receiving a $50,000 grant. The Georgia Smart Communities Challenge, led by Georgia 
Tech with support from the Centers of Innovation and other partners, attracted entries from communities throughout 
Georgia and is a first of its kind opportunity for communities of any size in Georgia to receive funding and support that 
enables those communities to envision, explore, and plan for their Smart future.  

10.  Georgia Logistics Summit – The 10th edition of the Georgia Logistics Summit, presented by COI-Logistics on April 
9-11, 2018 at the Georgia World Congress Center was a fantastic success with more than 1,100 people registered in 
additional to the over 20,000 attending the collocated MODEX trade show. 

11.  Georgia Ag Resources Roadshow - The COI-Agribusiness developed Roadshow was conducted in April 2018 with over 
190 attending across the four events in Tifton, Macon, Statesboro and Athens.  These workshops provided economic 
developers, chamber leadership, county and city government, and legislators a high-level overview of the resources the 
State of Georgia has to offer for agribusiness economic development.

12.  COI is leading the effort of GDEcD under the Georgia-Israel MOU on Innovation signed in June 2018. The first projects 
will involve Israeli companies applying to participate in joint projects with the Southern Company with funding from the 
Southern Company and the Israel Innovation Authority.

13.  COI-Aerospace hosted the AIAA Aviation 2018 Forum in Atlanta on June 10-15, 2018 which attracted almost 3,000 
attendees. This forum is a major international events presenting recent progress on aerospace technologies as well as 
policy, planning, and market issues affecting the future direction of the global aviation industry. This events continued 
the string of Georgia hosting a major aerospace conference each year since 2010.

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
• COI along with Rural Initiatives will sponsor the Georgia Chamber’s 2nd annual Rural Prosperity Summit scheduled for 

October 3-4, 2018 in Tifton.

• COI-Energy will participate in the annual Ocean Exchange event on October 7-9, 2018 in Savannah which highlights 
innovative, proactive and globally scalable solutions that can leap across industries, economies and cultures.

CENTERS OF INNOVATION
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FILM, MUSIC AND DIGITAL ENTERTAINMENT

DIVISION PROFILE 
The Georgia Film, Music & Digital Entertainment Office develops the state’s 
film, television, & commercial production industries by marketing the state to 
production companies; location scouting; and coordinating the filming needs 
of companies with other state agencies, local governments, and citizens. The 
office actively works to develop the industry’s infrastructure and workforce, 
certifies projects under the Georgia Entertainment Industry Investment Act, 
and oversees the Camera Ready community program to engage municipalities 
throughout Georgia.
 

QUARTERLY DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS
1.  On May 31st, Commissioner Pat Wilson, COO Bert Brantley, CFO John Moffatt and 

the film office once again hosted a very successful “Georgia Night in L.A.” in West 
Hollywood, California with more than 350 people. Attending companies included 
Netflix, Disney/Marvel, Dreamworks, Paramount, Lionsgate, and Sony.

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
The film office sponsors and participates in numerous local film festivals, and 
typically has passes available if you would like to attend a screening. Here is a list of 
upcoming festivals.

•  Macon Film Festival (August 16 - 19, 2018) - Surrounded by a rich musical and 
Southern culture, the Macon Film Festival celebrates independent films while 
promoting filmmaking for entertainment, inspiration, education and economic 
development. 

•  BronzeLens Film Festival Atlanta (August 22 - 26, 2018) - The BronzeLens Film 
Festival of Atlanta, Georgia, is a nonprofit organization founded in 2009 that is 
dedicated to bringing national and worldwide attention to Atlanta as a center for 
film and film production for people of color.

By the Numbers
Georgia is currently hosting:
 
20 feature films 
 
2 pilots

1 movie of the week 
 
35 television series 
 
Notable projects include “The 
Shining” sequel “Dr. Sleep,” 
the CW Series “Legacies,” and 
the Netflix series “Sextuplets.”

• For further information or 
details – please contact:  
 
Lee Thomas 
Georgia Film, Music and 
Digital Entertainment 
Deputy Commissioner 
404.962.4048 
lthomas@georgia.org

Contact Information

Season 3 of the Georgia-filmed “Stranger Things” is set to return in the summer of 2019.

Film
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•  Dragon*Con Independent Film Festival, Atlanta (August 30 - September 3, 2018) - What is the Dragon*Con 
Independent Film Festival? It is a combination of short and feature independent film screenings, panels, celebrity 
guests, discussions, concerts, contests and seminars. All that combined with the 35,000-plus Dragon*Con attendees 
creates an extraordinary film event.

•  Atlanta International Documentary Film Festival (Atlanta DocuFest) (September 13 - 15, 2018) - The annual Atlanta 
International Documentary Film Festival (Atlanta DocuFest) brings you the best in independent documentary film and 
video from across the globe, and showcases meaningful life stories which educate and entertain audiences of every 
demographic.

•  Out On Film, Atlanta (September 27 - October 7, 2018) - One of the oldest LGBT film festivals in the country, Atlanta’s 
Out on Film is dedicated to supporting the exhibition of LGBT film and video art forms.

•  Kingdomwood International Film Festival, Atlanta (October 4 - 7, 2018) - Kingdomwood Christian Film Festival 
(KCFF) provides a forum for independent filmmakers to screen films that promote and inspire Christian teaching  
and values. 

•  Peachtree Village International Film Festival (October 11 - 14, 2018) - Hosted By The African American Cinema Gallery 
(AACG) & Gipp. Museums, Inc., PVIFF attracts 3,000+ people each year from around the world. 

•  Urban Mediamakers Film Festival, Atlanta (October 11 - 16, 2018) - Founded in November 2001, Urban Mediamakers’ 
mission is to promote and support a diverse independent media arts community in the Southeast and worldwide. 

•  Atlanta Asian Film Festival, Atlanta (October 11 - 26, 2018) - The largest festival of its kind in the Southeast, the 
Atlanta Asian Film Festival is a non-profit organization dedicated to educating the Atlanta community about the rich 
diversity of Asian Pacific culture through films and movies. 

•  Way Down Film Festival, Columbus (October 19-20, 2018) - The Way Down Film Festival of short films debuted in 
2016 at Columbus’ historic State Theatre of Georgia, Springer Opera House Theater and downtown venues. 

•  Savannah Film Festival (October 22 - November 3, 2018) - The Savannah College of Art and Design presents 
the annual festival, filled with cinematic creativity from both award-winning professionals and emerging student 
filmmakers. 

•  Atlanta Horror Film Festival (October 25 - 27, 2018) - The annual Atlanta Horror Film Festival celebrates the art of 
horror by presenting the best independent films in the genre from across the world. 

FILM, MUSIC AND DIGITAL ENTERTAINMENT
Film
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GLOBAL COMMERCE

DIVISION PROFILE 
The Global Commerce team seeks to increase jobs and investment through locating and 
expanding businesses, as well as growing small businesses. The Global Commerce team 
includes statewide and existing industry project teams, small business, and Georgia’s 

international representatives in 11 strategic regions around the world. 

QUARTERLY DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS 
1.  The 58th Annual Red Carpet Tour, a collaborative effort between the Georgia Allies 

and Georgia Chamber of Commerce was held in April 2018.  The event hosted 
representatives from 32 companies and highlighted the new home of the Atlanta 
Braves at the Battery at SunTrust Park.

2.  Gov. Nathan Deal announced on April 12 that Taurus USA, a leading firearms 
manufacturer, will create 300 jobs and invest more than $22.5 million in infrastructure 
and operations to establish a firearms manufacturing plant in Bainbridge. Taurus USA 
will build a new 200,000-square-foot facility in Decatur County.

3.  In June, the International Investment team led a delegation of communities and 
economic development partners to SelectUSA in Washington, DC. SelectUSA focuses 
on promoting FDI in the United States, and continues to generate strong leads for  

the team.

UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
•  Nominations are now open for the 2019 Small Business Rock Star awards. Any for-

profit company based in Georgia with less than 100 employees is eligible to apply. The 
deadline to apply is September 15, 2018 and awards will be given in March 2019. 

•  The Georgia Ports Authority will host their annual State of the Port luncheon on 
September 20, 2018 in Savannah. GPA will also celebrate the grand opening of Georgia’s 
newest inland port in Murray County on August 22, 2018. 

•  Atlanta will serve as the host city for the 2018 IEDC (International Economic 
Development Council) Annual Conference from September 30 – October 3. This 
conference brings together all levels of economic developers, from state and local 
government to site selection consultants.

By the Numbers

• For further information or 
details – please contact:  
 
Tom Croteau 
Global Commerce 
Deputy Commissioner 
404.962.4013 
tcroteau@georgia.org

Contact Information

Georgia Delegation at SelectUSA in Washington, DC.

419
In fiscal year 2018, the  
Global Commerce team  
located 419 projects, a new 
record for the team. 

$5.56B
These projects created $5.56 
billion investment. In March 
2018, Governor Deal announced 
that Facebook would build a 
$750 million data center at 
Stanton Springs, which was the 
highest investment project of 
the fiscal year.

27,363 
The 2018 fiscal year also saw 
high job creation from the 
Global Commerce team, with 
the creation of 27,363 new 
jobs. The new e-commerce 
distribution center by ASOS 
created the most jobs with the 
announcement that they would 
hire 1,620 positions in Union City.
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

DIVISION PROFILE 
Georgia’s International Relations team strengthens Georgia’s reputation as 
a welcoming location for international business and tourism by strategically 
cultivating and expanding Georgia’s international relationships. The office oversees 
communications and activities with foreign governments and is the state’s liaison to 
members of the Consular Corps. The division also manages the Governor’s trade and 
investment missions, welcomes international delegations and dignitaries, provides 
community outreach and education opportunities, and coordinates international 
efforts among state departments and agencies. 
 

QUARTERLY DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS
1.  The 32nd annual International VIP Tour was held in April in communities across 

metro Atlanta, hosting 30 members of the Consular Corps on visits highlighting 
education, tourism, industry, film and innovation. Each spring since 1986, GDEcD has 
sponsored this event as an opportunity for regions across the state a unique chance 
to promote their communities to a top-level international audience.  

2.  In May, Commissioner Wilson and GDEcD representatives attended the ninth 
Regional Leaders Summit (RLS) in Québec, Canada. RLS is an alliance of states 
and provinces from around the world including Bavaria, Germany; Georgia, 
USA; Québec, Canada; Shandong, China; São Paulo, Brazil; Upper Austria, 
Austria; and Western Cape, South Africa. Every two years, leadership from 
these regions meets to discuss issues, share best practices and address issues 
of mutual significance. Three of these six partner regions are home to a GDEcD 
international representative, and each one is an economic driver of its country. 
These partnerships are in support of Georgia’s international trade and investment 
efforts. RLS also has a scientific and research component which pursues multilateral 
research projects in the areas of aerospace and energy innovation. 

3.  In May, the International Relations Division arranged a Cyber Mission to Israel for 
state leadership from the Governor’s office, TSCG, and the University System to 
develop a better understanding of the Israeli cybersecurity industry and the public 
sector strategy in fostering innovation and spurring development in cybersecurity. 
Of particular interest in light of this summer’s opening of the Georgia Cybersecurity 

By the Numbers

• For further information or 
details – please contact:  
 
Abby Turano 
International Relations 
Deputy Commissioner and 
Chief of Protocol 
404.962.4073 
aturano@georgia.org

Contact Information

Consuls General of Canada, France, and Korea greeted by Joe Foltz at the 
Porsche Experience Center on the VIP Tour.

30  
members of the Consular 
Corps attended the 32nd 
annual International VIP Tour.  

 
1  
new Consulate General 
announced (Netherlands).

 
1  
newly posted Consul General 
(United Kingdom).

 
1  
new Honorary Consul named 
(Norway).

 
7  
Partner Regions represented 
at RLS.

 
4  
Community Outreach 
meetings (Griffin-Spalding, 
Cobb, DeKalb, and Rome-
Floyd).

 
38  
Diplomatic and business 
meetings with foreign 
dignitaries from 14 countries.
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Innovation and Training Center was the evolution of the cyber ecosystem in Be’er Sheva, which has strong parallels to 
that of the city of Augusta. The group also visited Fintech companies that have located in Georgia. 

4.  In early June, Commissioner Wilson led a small group on an economic development mission to the Netherlands, 
one of Georgia’s top investor and trading partners. During their time in country, the group met with four companies 
with existing Georgia operations; announced a new investment from VDL, a major Dutch manufacturer; hosted 
a reception for Dutch companies with the U.S. Ambassador to the Netherlands; presented on opportunities for 
automotive companies in the American Southeast at a Europe-wide auto suppliers association annual meeting; and 
called on the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to discuss the Dutch government’s plans to open a Consulate General of the 
Netherlands in Atlanta. 

4.  A Consular Breakfast and networking event was held in Atlanta on August 8, and included visits to several of the 
innovation centers located in Tech Square.

UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

•  The “Year of Germany” in the USA celebration will kick off in Atlanta on October 6 with a soccer match preceding the 
Atlanta United game at Mercedes Benz stadium.

•  The Argentine Food Wine and Culture Festival will be held October 1-7 at selected venues and restaurants in the 
Atlanta area. 

•  The 41st annual Southeast US-Japan joint meeting will take place in Tokyo from October 18-20. Georgia will host next 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE

DIVISION PROFILE 
GDEcD’s nationally recognized International Trade Division works to bolster Georgia 
exports and brand the state as a competitive source of quality products and services. 
The division includes International Representatives located in 12 strategic global 
markets and assists Georgia companies to expand their sales worldwide. The Trade 
division provides Georgia businesses with the Global Insight and Global Connections 
they need to successfully diversify their international customer base. 
 

QUARTERLY DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS
1.  South America Trade Mission 

Last April, Georgia’s trade team organized a three-country trade mission to South 
America. GDEcD trade representatives in Chile, Colombia and Peru (Georgia’s 
newest market representation) coordinated more than 45 customized B2B 
meetings for Georgia companies. The mission was organized in partnership with 
the Appalachian Regional Commission, a regional agency representing partners on 
the local, state and federal level dedicated to strengthening economic growth in 
Appalachian communities. Thirty-seven Georgia counties are covered by the ARC. In 
2017, Georgia exports to South America reached $2.1 billion.

2.  SIAL China 
Georgia agribusiness companies traveled with GDEcD to Shanghai in May to 
participate in SIAL China, the premier trade event for China’s food industry. 
Companies exhibiting in the Georgia, USA booth benefitted from pre-qualified 
matchmaking appointments and customized market intelligence provided by 
Georgia’s trade representatives in China. A total of nine Georgia companies 
attended this year’s SIAL China show, five of whom participated in the official 
Georgia, USA delegation. Two Georgia companies exhibited on their own and two 
others exhibited with the Southern United States Trade Association (SUSTA). China 
is Georgia’s second largest agriculture export market with more than $387 million in 
Georgia ag-related products sent to China in 2017. 

By the Numbers

$27.8M  
Exports supported by  
the trade team in FY18.

18,087  
Trade leads provided to  
Georgia companies.

1,396 
Companies receiving  
customized export assistance.

69% 
Export successes achieved 
with the support of Georgia’s 
International Reps.

46% 
Key clients located outside  
of Region 3.

• For further information or 
details – please contact:  
 
Mary Waters 
International Trade 
Deputy Commissioner 
404.962.4120 
mwaters@georgia.org

Contact Information

U.S. Under Secretary of Agriculture for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs, Ted McKinney, 
showcasing Georgia grown products in the Georgia, USA booth.
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE

3.  11th Annual SEUS-Canadian Provinces Conference 
In June, representatives from Georgia’s business and economic development communities joined more than 200 
delegates from six southeastern U.S. states and six Canadian provinces at the 11th Annual SEUS-CP conference. 
The alliance brings together member states and provinces each year to promote trade opportunities between the 
two regions. This year, 24 Georgia delegates participated in 47 business-to-business meetings in the sectors of 
transportation, ICT and energy. Georgia will host the 13th Annual SEUS-CP conference in 2020.

4.  Eurosatory 
Senior Trade Manager, Taube Ponce traveled with Georgia defense companies in June to the 2018 Eurosatory 
tradeshow in Paris, France. The event attracted more than 1,800 exhibitors from 63 countries and 57,000 visitors from 
153 countries. Georgia exhibitors anticipate robust sales and multiple partner agreements as a direct result of show 
participation. Defense and security products remain one of Georgia’s leading exports, totaling $1.24 billion in 2017. 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
•  Explore Exporting Seminar –  August 23, 2018 

GDEcD’s Trade Team is partnering with the Georgia Department of Agriculture and the Southern United States Trade 
Association to present a seminar for Georgia food and agricultural companies interested in exporting their products. 
Speakers from all three organizations will cover topics such as foreign market research, export logistics, financing and 
how to use SUSTA programs to meet foreign buyers and support international promotional efforts. 

•   41st Annual SEUS-Japan Conference – October 18-20, 2018 
The 41st Annual Joint Meeting of the Japan-U.S. Southeast Association and Southeast U.S./Japan Association will take 
place this fall in Tokyo, Japan. The prestigious gathering of global business leaders celebrates longstanding economic 
and cultural ties and offers delegates the chance to leverage international opportunities with one of Georgia’s top trade 
and investment partners. Georgia has been part of SEUS-Japan since its founding in 1976. Georgia will serve as host of 
the 42nd annual meeting in Savannah in 2019. 

•   SIAL Paris – October 21-25, 2018 
In October, Georgia agribusiness companies will travel with GDEcD trade managers to France to participate in SIAL 
Paris, the world’s largest international food and beverage trade exhibition this year. The last edition attracted more than 
155,700 visitors from 194 countries. Georgia exports of agricultural goods to the European Union have reached more 
than $2.2 billion over the past five years.
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MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS

DIVISION PROFILE 
The Marketing & Communications division manages the agency’s reputation and 
promotes Georgia’s business, tourism, arts and entertainment assets throughout 
the state, U.S. and world. Through the creative integration of print, digital, social 
media, outdoor and broadcast channels, the division supports the department’s eight 
operating divisions. This includes new advertising campaigns, the creation of sales 
and marketing materials, digital advertising, all internal and external communications, 
media outreach, more than a dozen social media platforms across multiple divisions 
and the growth of the department’s nine targeted websites.
 

QUARTERLY DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS
1.  Small Business Rock Stars Media Coverage Results. The campaign generated 

25,949,754 impressions across 14 pieces of coverage focused on the 2018 Georgia 
Small Business Rock Stars and the resources available to Georgia small businesses 
through the GDEcD. In addition to onsite event coverage of the awards luncheon 
by the Atlanta Journal-Constitution and Global Atlanta, coverage in local Georgia 
media outlets included profiles of the winning businesses in the Augusta Chronicle, 
the Gwinnett Daily Post and the Thomasville Times Enterprise. Local broadcast 
coverage included TV segments aired by 11Alive in Atlanta as well as WTVM and 
WALB in Thomasville. Atlanta Business Radio produced two episodes featuring 
profiles of the winning businesses alongside GDEcD representatives to discuss small 
business resources. The highlight of the coverage was a live, two-minute segment 
on Fox Business’s Varney & Company program that profiled the 2018 Georgia Small 
Business Rock Stars award winners for a national audience of 10,833,200 viewers.

2.  Day One Challenge took place on May 5, 2018, showcasing Georgia’s most 
innovative high school minds. Inspired by Amazon, the contest was open to 
students at any high school in the state. It challenged students to show how we 
can use artificial intelligence to address certain societal needs. Over $7,500 in 
prizes were awarded. The 12 teams who submitted complete solutions represent 
seven different high schools from six different school districts and six different 
counties. First place was Lambert High School for their Cholera solution. Second 
place was Maynard Jackson High School for their self-organizing swarm delivery 
solution. Third place went to Athens Community Career Academy for their literacy 
improvement solution. To learn more about the contest and the winning teams go 
to: http://www.dayonegeorgia.com/ 

By the Numbers
MEDIA FAM TOURS HOSTED:
34 travel journalists hosted. 

PRESS RELEASES:
18 press releases written and 
distributed to media.
 
DIGITAL ANALYTICS: 
Q3 FY18 comparison to Q3 FY17 

Exploregeorgia.org
• International:
 – Brazil increased 120%
 –  China increased  

more than 350%
• Largest US visitor increases:
 – Illinois +55%
 – Tennessee +22.5%
 – Michigan +16%
•  Largest increase in age 

demographic was with Millennials 
at 23%

•  Desktop traffic declined  
nearly 17% while mobile  
visits increased 9%

Source Channels:
•  Overall Social traffic is up  

nearly 7%
 – Instagram traffic increased 214%
 – YouTube traffic increased 84% 

Tourism Newsletter:
•  Email subscribers increased 11%, 

from 176k to 197k 

Georgia.org
• International
 – Mexico increased nearly 30%
 – Germany increased 20%
• Largest US visitor increases:
 – Oregon +572%
 – Tennessee +42%
 – South Carolina +39%
 – Georgia +27%
•  New users increased by nearly 

20% while mobile (smart phones/
laptop) visitors increased by nearly 
39% and tablet by 18.5%

•  Overall Page Views increased 
nearly 15% 

Source Channels:
•  Overall Social traffic is up  

nearly 123%
 – Facebook increased 253%
• Organic Search increased 8%
• Landing Pages:
 –  competitive-advantages/

training-hiring had the largest 
increase of 138%, followed 
by quick-start at 82%, and 
industries-logistics-services  
at 25%

12 high school teams. $7,500 prize. Who will walk away with the grand prize? See how these 
students want to use artificial intelligence to improve education, health, and sustainability.
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3.  Atlanta Airport Marketing “Takeover.” The numbers are in for Global Commerce’s logistics campaign that was 
implemented at Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport the week before and during Modex and the Logistics 
Summit. The team ran a 10-second spot on TV screens throughout the concourses and baggage claim. The spot 
appeared every 40 seconds and generated 15.2M impressions. Estimated frequency is that one individual saw the spot 
at least 3.5 times.

4.  Workforce Division Transition. The Marketing & Communications staff worked closely with the WFD and TCSG to 
recently complete the transition of all Workforce Division creative materials from GDEcD to TCSG.  Work was started 
several months ago to ensure a seamless transition of hundreds of creative files, logos, videos and two websites, 
OperationWorkforce.com and TradeFive.org.  

5.  The Marketing & Communications team supported three International Missions that included Israel, The Netherlands, 
and China. In addition to in country on-the-ground advance work for the actual events, the team worked closely with 
International Relations on developing all briefing books and marketing materials.

6.  The Ray. Check out this Georgia.org blog post and video touting the efforts of our Georgia Center of Innovation for 
Energy Technology, marketing team and The Ray Foundation. In fact, The Ray has launched many of their innovative 
projects at the Georgia Visitor’s Information Center in West Point.

7.  100K Opportunities Initiative Efforts. GDEcD’s Workforce division partnered with more than 75 community leaders, 
stakeholders, and employers as part of the 100,000 Opportunities Initiative Job Fair on May 3 in Atlanta. This 
event attracted more than 2,400 youth who participated in job interviews as well as provided career advice. Sr. 
Communications Specialist Shemeeka Johnson led the communications efforts on behalf of GDEcD and was part of 
their national communications committee. This event was created in order to help increase employment for youth 
ages 16-24 in the Metro Atlanta region.

UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
• Newly redesigned ExploreGeorgia.org site to launch August 2018

• Real Success Economic Development Timeline to launch August 2018

• Newly redesigned Georgia.org to launch October 2018

MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS

• For further information or 
details – please contact:  
 
Greg Torre 
Marketing & 
Communications 
Deputy Commissioner 
404.962.4173 
gtorre@georgia.org

Contact Information
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RURAL INITIATIVES

DIVISION PROFILE 
The division’s mission is to help rural Georgia communities become more 
competitive for economic development projects and identify new strategies for 
attracting jobs and investment. This division works diligently to advance these 
strategies, thereby improving the quality of life for those residing in Georgia’s rural 
communities. 

QUARTERLY DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS 
1.  Conducted a community meeting in every county in Regions 1 and 10 

2.  Added Chris Chammoun to the Rural Georgia Initiatives team (Division Director); 
based in South Georgia 

3.  Amy was the 2018 Valdosta State University Spring Commencement Speaker. 

4.  Amy also spoke at the Georgia Smart Communities Challenge (Albany), Georgia 
Municipal Association (GMA) Executive Board Meeting (Albany) and Georgia 
Municipal Association (GMA) Annual Conference (Savannah), Municipal Electric 
Authority of Georgia (MEAG) Annual Conference (Amelia Island), and Electric 
Cities of Georgia (ECG) (Jekyll Island) about rural development and her new role. 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
•  Amy attended the Georgia Economic Developers Association (GEDA) Conference 

on Jekyll Island in May.
•  Amy attended the National Conference for State Legislatures (NCSL) 

Annual Summit in July/August in Los Angeles, CA to interact with legislators 
and government officials from other states to learn best practices in rural 
development.

•  Chris and Taylor will attend the Georgia Economic Developers Association 
(GEDA) Conference in Savannah in September.

•  Amy will be on a panel at the Miller Leadership Academy in Columbus  
on August 18.

•  The rural development team will be touring region 9 in August where they will be 
having community meetings and industry visits.

By the Numbers

44  
counties visited.

29  
community meetings.

14  
state agencies and 2 federal 
agencies presented at our 
two RuralWorks roundtable 
meetings in Region 1.

• For further information or 
details – please contact:  
 
Amy Carter 
Rural Georgia Initiatives 
Deputy Commissioner 
404.962.4133 
acarter@georgia.org

Contact Information

The Rural Initiatives team on set at Atlanta Film Studios in Paulding County meeting with local officials.
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TOURISM

DIVISION PROFILE 
Georgia Tourism, through its network of regional and international representatives, 
Atlanta office, and 12 visitor information centers, assists the state’s communities 
and attractions in drawing potential travelers to their areas, and helps individual 
visitors and groups discover Georgia’s unique vacation options. The Division also 
helps communities develop well-planned and sustainable tourism products.

QUARTERLY DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS 
1.  Deputy Commissioner Kevin Langston and Director of Business Development 

and International Accounts Tracy Vaughan attended WTM Latin America in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil April 3-6. Over the three days, more than 6,500 influential visitors 
and 700 exhibiting companies attended to network, negotiate and discover 
tourism opportunities.

2.  April 3-8, Georgia Tourism hosted 20 journalists from across the U.S. and 
Canada on a FAM tour that highlighted the state’s Civil Rights history. The tour 
visited Atlanta, Macon, Albany, Dublin and Savannah. 

3.  On April 9, Georgia’s Footsteps of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Trail was 
announced. The trail was created by Tourism Product Development in 
partnership with The King Center and was launched as part of the memorial 
service commemorating the 50th anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 
death. The trail brings visitors closer to the events and leaders who fought for 
sweeping social change at 28 sites across the state. 

4.  Georgia Tourism’s sales team, along with Group Travel Leader, hosted 11 tour 
operators and travel agents in Southeast Georgia’s Plantation Trace travel 
region. In addition to directly introducing the attendees to local tourism leaders, 
the FAM resulted in a feature article in the July/August issue of Group Travel 
Leader, which mails to 20,000 tour operators and travel agents, and is available 
online for other industry professionals. 

5.  Georgia Tourism was recognized at the National Tour Association (NTA) Travel 
Exchange Conference with the 2018 Distinguished Dozen Bronze award for the 

By the Numbers
2017 INTERNATIONAL 
VISITATION:

1,368,000  
with 883,000 overseas 
visitors, 436,800 from 
Canada and 48,300  
from Mexico. 

28  
visitation from 28 countries.

$1.7B+ 
Total spend by international 
visitors in 2017:

•  #1 spend is the UK at 
$175,100,000 

•  Canada is #2 followed by 
Germany, China and India

• For further information or 
details – please contact:  
 
Kevin Langston 
Georgia Tourism 
Deputy Commissioner 
404.962.4082 
klangston@georgia.org

Contact Information

Governor Nathan Deal and First Lady Sandra Deal attend the fifth 
annual Georgia On My Mind benefit concert in Nashville.
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North American State DMO Partner. Domestic Business Development Manager Lacey Cameron accepted the award 
at the NTA conference held April 19-21 in San Antonio, TX . Lacey had the opportunity to meet with over 30 travel 
buyers to promote Georgia tourism destinations.

6.  Georgia Tourism hosted a Brand USA familiarization trip for tour operators out of the UK and Ireland April 29 – May 2. 

7.  Domestic Business Development Manager Lacey Cameron attended the Travel Alliance Partners (TAP) conference in 
Atlantic City, NJ June 4-8. She met with more than 25 tour operators to promote Georgia’s tourism destinations.

8.  From May 6 – 12, Georgia Tourism hosted five journalists from Germany on a Civil Rights themed FAM tour. The group 
visited Savannah, Liberty County, Darien, Golden Isles, Dublin, Macon, Milledgeville and Atlanta.

9.  Director of Business Development and International Accounts Tracy Vaughan, Project Manager Jassy Ji and Tourism 
Project Manager Cheryl Hargrove attended IPW, the travel industry’s premier international marketplace, May 19 - 23 in 
Denver, CO. The sales team met with 130+ international tour operators and 20+ international journalists. 

10.  Georgia Tourism’s Deputy Commissioner Kevin Langston and Director of Business Development and International 
Accounts Tracy Vaughan took part in Travel South USA European Sales Mission June 6-15. During the tour they met 
with group tour planners and media in Milan, Lyon and Paris.   

11.  Georgia Tourism hosted six journalists from the UK on a familiarization tour through Atlanta, Athens and the 
Northeast Georgia mountains June 11 – 17 . During the tour, the journalist experienced many of Georgia’s outdoor 
offerings, music heritage and Atlanta’s top attractions. 

12.  Georgia Tourism’s Division Director Lisa Love and Director of Business Development and International Accounts 
Tracy Vaughan attended Canadian Music Week (CMW) May 7-18. CMW is Canada’s longest-running music, tech, 
media conference and festivals with more than 3,000 delegates and 4,500 musicians. During the event, Georgia 
Tourism was able to share Georgia’s own musical journey with Brand USA leadership and select travel media. 

13.  The fifth annual Georgia On My Mind benefit concert was held on June 29 at the Ryman Auditorium in Nashville. The 
Georgia On My Mind – concert and media mission – was attended by Governor Nathan Deal where he presented a special 
posthumous Flamekeeper Award to Georgia native Daryle Singletary’s family, who passed away earlier this year.

UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
• Motorcoach Association Conference, Braselton – Aug. 15 -1 7

• Governor’s Tourism Conference, Atlanta – Aug. 27-29

• US China Tourism Leadership Summit, Hangzhou, China – Sep. 9-11 

TOURISM
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Workforce Development

WORKFORCE

DIVISION PROFILE 
The Georgia Department of Economic Development’s Workforce Division (WFD) 
administers the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) under the 
leadership of the State Workforce Development Board with the ultimate goal of 
improving the quality and marketability of Georgia’s workforce to meet the needs 
of business. 

QUARTERLY DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS 
1.  Effective July 1, administration of Georgia’s largest federally-funded workforce 

program moved to the Technical College System of Georgia, as announced in 
the Governor’s State of the State Address. The team responsible for administering 
the federal Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act will continue to provide 
employment and training services to Georgians in each region with the goal of 
building a strong and sustainable workforce to meet business needs.

2.  During the third and fourth quarter, Governor Deal appointed 16 new business 
representatives to the State Workforce Development Board. New appointees 
represent diverse operations including Kubota, Batson-Cook, KIA, Superior 
Plumbing and the Georgia Ports Authority.  

3.   In June, Georgia submitted the State Unified Plan to the United States 
Department of Labor. This plan represents the collaborative effort of Georgia’s 
workforce development agencies and details how Georgia will deliver workforce 
development services over the next four years. 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
•  August 13-15, the Technical College System of Georgia will host the 2018 

WorkSource Georgia Academy in Athens, Georgia. This three-day event will 
bring together partners of the workforce system to explore new strategies and 
perfect existing methods for delivering superior services to Georgians. Critical 
subjects addressed will include one-stop center management and performance, 
local and state board engagement, case management, and a showcasing of  
best practices.

By the Numbers
In CNBC’s 2018 America’s 
Top States for Business, 
Georgia’s workforce was rated 
A+. Per CNBC, this rating 
reflects the education level of 
Georgia’s workforce, numbers 
of available employees, net 
migration of college-educated 
workers, and concentration 
of STEM workers. CNBC 
measures workforce 
productivity based on each 
state’s economic output per 
job and looks at the relative 
success of each state’s worker 
training programs in placing 
their participants in jobs. 
Union membership and the 
states’ right-to-work laws are 
also factored

• For further information or 
details – please contact:  
 
Ben Hames 
Deputy Commissioner 
404.962.4401 
bhames@georgia.org

Contact Information
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